THE FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF OXFORDSHIRE

What is the Friendship Force?

It is a world-wide, non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit organisation introduced to the UK in 1977 which now comprises of over 350 clubs, 20 in the UK, in more than 50 countries.  The organisation’s aims are to promote friendship and understanding in the world by a system of personal exchange programmes. 

Where is the HQ of the Friendship Force?

The Headquarters of Friendship Force are in Atlanta. Georgia, USA.  They plan each years’ hosting and outgoing visits in consultation with each club.  Their web site is www.thefriendshipforce.org 
How long has Oxfordshire Friendship Force been established?
Oxfordshire started life in January 2006.  The club is young and currently has a small membership but it is a friendly group and we are always glad to welcome new members.  To date we have hosted clubs from Japan, USA, New Zealand,  Brazil, Belgium and Russia.
How does it work? 

A group of club members from Oxfordshire travel to a town or city in another country and are home hosted with an individual or family, of similar age and interest in that location.  Our members then at sometime during the year host visitors from other clubs, on a similar basis.

How long is the exchange?
The period of the exchange both for those travelling and being hosted by our members is usually 7 or 8 days, inclusive of the day you arrive and leave.  Normally a club would be expected to host the same number of weeks that they in turn travel, although this can vary depending on each clubs own schedule.  
In 2008 we hosted New Zealand, visited Co Durham for a long weekend, a further long weekend to Leuven in Belgium, which like Oxford is a university centre and in May 2008 we took a two week trip to Japan. This was two separate clubs in Japan, one of whom visited us in our first exchange in 2006.  The trip was such a success that they asked to visit them, which is what we wanted as well. We liaised with Atlanta and achieved it.  

There are also discovery trips which are open to member’s world wide.  These take place to countries where clubs have yet to be established or where political issues prohibit members from staying in people’s homes.  They are usually hotel based with visits and tours included.  
Who makes the travel plans
Every trip has one person responsible for organising the trip well before the date of travel and is also head of the group during the exchange.  This person is called an Exchange Director.  The Exchange Director will organise the travel plans for those who wish to travel as a group.


What happens during the exchange?

During the course of any week there is normally a Welcome or Reception function, and towards the end of the stay, a Farewell party.  In addition there would probably be a number of optional activities including group travel for sightseeing or cultural visits and social gathering.  There is plenty of time to get to know your new friends and their life style.  From previous experience you can be assured that these friendships normally are of lasting variety.  Having made new friends you’ll find your Christmas card list will grow as well as the opportunity for you to travel independently to see them again.  
Do we receive/pay any money for hosting or being hosted? 

There is no charge made for accommodation as hosts always provide that facility as you would a friend.  Guests would be expected to pay their own way when visiting places of interest, bus fares etc.  It’s also customary for guests to take their hosts out for a meal as a thank you, and give a small gift.

There is a nominal payment by each outgoing visitor to Atlanta including a small payment to the host club which goes towards paying for the events listed above during their weeks stay.  
What other activities does the club offer?

Oxfordshire are planning an active social club offering various events throughout the year, which range from coffee mornings, walks, quizzes, social evenings.  The activities will depend on members contributing ideas etc.  We don’t have club premises so up until now our events have been held at member’s homes.  Our social activities can only be as varied as the ideas that members put forward.  This not only gives members the opportunity to meet up but also to raise funds.  

What is the cost of joining the Friendship Force of Oxfordshire

Currently the membership fee is £12 a year.  Couples £20
Can we join other clubs on their trips?

Absolutely, other clubs will be delighted to have you join them provided of course they have spaces. The Exchange Directors would have to be contacted to establish availability and dates. We submit our preferences for places to visit or receive at the end of each year and by February/March we usually know what our exchanges will be for the following year.  For example, in 2010 Oxfordshire will be hosting Biarritz, France and travelling to New Zealand.   Should one wish to travel independently and extend their stay either before or after the scheduled week that is perfectly acceptable provided that the core week(s) is adhered to as scheduled.  There is no obligation to host in order to travel and visa versa.

What do I do next?

If you’re interested in joining or knowing more then please contact Frances Pike, on 01865 881382 or franpike@tiscali.co.uk 
