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Hans Kafenda 1928 -2011
We were saddened to hear of the death of Hans Kafenda of Schongau who passed away on 13th.April 2011.
Hans was a good friend of Abingdon having been a member of the Schongau Town Council at the time of our twinning in 1970- 1972. Both as a Councillor and a leading School teacher he did much to help cement the links between our two communities and formed a number of firm friendships here in Abingdon during his several visits and was always a welcoming figure to visitors to Schongau. Our sympathies go to his widow Anneliese









Michael Matthews

A trip to Argentan - October 2012 

As you know we have several opportunities each year to visit our twin towns.  Usually the invitations are for small numbers.  Often new members feel, absolutely wrongly, that they shouldn’t take these places.  So, we plan an annual trip for a much larger group to encourage new and old members to take part.

I am absolutely delighted to tell you that our trip this year will be to Argentan.  It will be a trip planned both by ADTTS and the Twinning group in Argentan. At the moment details are sketchy but I do have dates and a small amount of information for you.

We plan to hire a coach to pick us up and return us to Abingdon.  We will probably go from Portsmouth to Caen, either overnight on Wednesday 3 October or the morning of Thursday 4 October.  We will return on Monday 8 October.

People in Argentan have very kindly offered to host us, so you will have the opportunity of staying with a family or in a hotel, the choice will very much be yours.

We don’t have a real programme yet.   We will probably have a day in Argentan and a couple of days out and also take part in the celebrations for the half marathon which will be taking place at the same time.  Usually several runners take part from Abingdon and we would like to encourage their families to come with us.  So, I am sure it will be a full, interesting and happy programme, for both people who have been many times and those on their first visit.

We don’t have any prices as yet but we will make it as good value as we possibly can.

We had 40 people on our trips to Abingdon, Virginia and Sint Niklaas, and 30 + for Lucca.  So, if you think you would be interested please fill in the attached form and either e.mail it back or post it back to Stella quite quickly.  We will need to firm up the trip by the end of February.  As we can’t give you a price at this stage filling in the form doesn’t commit you to anything but it does get you on the list in case we get oversubscribed.

Thank you.

Stella

Past Events

Abingdon Churches Schongau Visit   1st -6th December 2011

Thirteen members of the Church in Abingdon, travelled to Schongau to enjoy a long weekend with our friends in Bavaria.    This was the famously “snowed - off” visit that   was postponed from December 2010 when Gatwick was closed.    Nine Christian groups were represented:  St Michael’s, St Helen’s, St Edmund’s,  All Saints, Friends,  Peachcroft  Community Church,  Christchurch,  Trinity and the Baptist Church.    A full and enjoyable programme was provided.   We visited  three  Christmas Markets, were welcomed at three receptions, attended two concerts  and were shown round  several churches,  both in the town and in the local countryside.  We experienced three seasons in six days as the weather went from warm and sunny on the Friday to autumnal with grey skies and finally on the last day we had snow.

We visited an elk farm, where we learnt that elk are nothing to do with deer, but provide excellent venison.    The lady farmer told us she was also a hunter and the high ladder in her hide enabled her to get into a shooting position where she could pick off one elk --- first having fed them to draw the herd near.

We also were taken to visit a charity trust village for disabled people which provides education for children and work shops for adults in a supportive and protective environment.  

Our hosts were wonderfully welcoming and most generous in their care for us throughout our visit.   We enjoyed Christmas lights and decorations everywhere  and felt,  when we arrived back in England, as though we had experienced Christmas already.

Elizabeth Edgecombe 

Quiz Evening 17th January

Hosted by Peter, with the fascinating Samantha doing her usual things to enhance the proceedings, this was a good quiz and evening with a general theme of twinning throughout the Vale.

Opening with anagrams, many of which seemed to cause a few problems, we ranged through rounds including beer tasting, translation of sentences from other languages into English, wine tasting, cheese tasting and bread tasting – all from the area of one of our twin towns. The round on biscuit tasting reminded us that Abingdon is, of course, one of the twin towns.

So you can see that eating and drinking formed a large element of the quiz.

We did have one round in which we had to mould plasticene (or whatever its modern name is) into something to represent Abingdon. It was amazing the number of buns that were made, representing the Abingdon bun throwing which will happen again this year.

Overall a very enjoyable evening, thanks to Peter and Samantha. There was a winning group but did that matter? It was the evening that was special.

John Smith

Work Placements

We have had requests from two young people in our twin town of Colmar who are looking for a job/work placement in the Abingdon/Vale area later this year. If you can help in any way, or know of someone who can help, please contact John Smith as soon as possible. They are:

· Pauline Haumesser, who is doing a 2-year post A-level course and has to do a work placement in another country. Her work placement needs to take place between May 7th and July 7th. She suggests working in a company, tourism office, town hall etc.. And she will need accommodation, say with a host family

· Bernadette Touhami, 18 years old and in the first year studying English at the University of Strasbourg. She is looking for a job in Abingdon or nearby in July and/or August

We have more information about both of these two girls.

Forthcoming Events 

Evening meetings 2012

On the 3rd Wednesday of the month at Preston Road Community Centre 7.30pm for 8pm

	15 February
	Abingdon Museum

	21 March
	Colmar

	18 April
	European 
Dance


Thursday 3 May 2012 – Joint Film show at Abingdon College, Northcourt Road

9 May 2012 – Europe Day - Celebratory Meal at Kitsons

Newsletter Co-ordinator

We have a new editor. John Prior will be taking over the newsletter from next month. We thank him and wish him well. 

ADTTS Contacts

	Chairman

Stella Carter.

The Old Bakehouse

2 Winterbourne Rd Abingdon OX14 1AJ

01235 520317

chairman@adtts.eu 
	
	Secretary

John Smith.

2 Healey Close 

Abingdon OX14 5RL

01235 525518

secretary@adtts.eu 
	
	Treasurer & Membership

Ian & Rosemary Jardine.

80 Baker Road

Abingdon, OX14 5LJ

01235 539291

treasurer@adtts.eu  


.

Keep right up to date by going to www.adtts.eu
A trip to Argentan

Thursday 4 – Monday 8 October 2012 

Name(s)

Address:

Phone no.

e.mail:

I would prefer to stay with a family

(please include a name and phone number if there is a particular family you would like to stay with)

I would prefer to stay in a hotel:

( I would prefer single/twin/double room)

I have/have not been to Argentan before.

I understand that filling in this form doesn’t tie me down to anything until I know the cost.

Thank you.

Please return the form to:

Stella Carter, The Old Bakehouse, Winterborne Road, Abingdon OX14 1AJ

Or e.mail stella@bakehouse.supanet.com
By Tuesday 21 February (Pancake day!)
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