Schongau Twinning Weekend
I left Abingdon early on Wednesday 2 June for the 11.10 flight with Lufthansa from Heathrow to Munich and a forecast of 10˚c plus rain for Schongau.  At Munich one hikes to the S Bahn for a forty-five minute trip to the central station followed by a further hike to the main railway station – as everybody knows where this is there are no directions shown, one has to ask.  I found the DBahn trains very comfortable and smooth running and after a change at Weilheim to a regional train I arrived on time at Schongau to be met by my host (in the rain).  There were thirteen visitors for the three day stay, four from Colmar, including Elisabeth and Roger Mangin with whom I stayed in April; four ladies from Gogolin, a Polish twin town; three people from Lucca and Pol Aerts from Sint Niklaas who I have met before. 
The first item on the programme for Thursday was the Fronleichnamsprozession around the town - this is the feast of Corpus Christi and is celebrated on the Thursday sixty days after Easter Sunday and normally entails a religious procession around the town with banners of various associations carried along.  As it was wet, the procession took place inside the packed, lovely, old Baroque church of Marie Himmelfahrt up and down the aisles followed by a full mass with the whole proceedings lasting two hours.  After lunch, in a restaurant that featured typical Bayrisch ‘oompah’ music by a small group, I was taken by my host on a trip to Schloss Hohenschwangau a 12th century castle restored by King Ludwig of Bavaria who built the nearby fairytale castle of Neuschwanstein.  From the foothills of the Alps there is a marvellous view in fine weather but unfortunately it was raining and the cloud was low on the hills.
With better weather, the second day saw the group together for a guided tour of the town followed by a reception in the Town Hall to meet the Mayor.  The local newspaper published a report the next day together with a group photograph; the Mayor said that he had visited three of the twin towns with Lucca scheduled for next year and Abingdon in two years time.  The report also said that the Mayor thought he had got a second birthday with bottles of wine from Colmar, a decorated plate from Lucca and Belgian chocolates from Gogolin; in his speech he said that it was important for people to meet regularly.  After lunch in the Town Hall, the group set off by coach to the Freilichtmuseum at Glentleiten – a museum of old farm buildings and farm practices.  These were farmhouses complete with furnishings typical of those occupied until the 1950s and very interesting to view.  (Under Freilichtmuseum Glentleiten on Google and select Maibaum – Austellung from mini pictures, there is a video showing the selection and establishment of a new 35 metre Maypole erected by muscle power on 1 May 2010). 
On the third and last day my host took me to Altenstadt, the original site of Schongau, to see the rebuilt Roman Basilica that stood on the old Roman road known as the via Claudia Augusta running from Augsburg to Füssen and now part of what is known as the Romantic Road running from Würzburg down to the Alps.  From Altenstadt we then went up the Auerberg, (1,055 m) to a small church from which, after clambering up a tight staircase to an observation platform, there was a marvellous view of the Alps with snow still showing in places.  Reaching the top meant passing the church bells which decided to ring on the way down and it is not possible to plug ones ears and hold to the staircase at the same time.  After lunch in an adjacent restaurant the trip continued to the Hopfensee, a picturesque lake near Füssen, that we walked around for the best part of three hours with a clear blue sky above and a temperature of 27˚c but did manage coffee and cake on the way. 
In the evening there was a group meal with all the hosts, including Ingrid Schub, in a local restaurant that finished a very pleasant three days with friendly people.  Located in southern Germany, Schongau and its surroundings have much to offer the visitor and I thoroughly enjoyed my time there and can recommend it to all.         
Frank Allen   

