

ALTC Twinning visit to Argentan

Last Autumn Argentan Twinning Society invited Abingdon to send tennis players over for the weekend of the 10th July. I then suggested we extend it to the 15th so we could experience Bastille Day in France. This is a brief account of what happened.

Thursday 9th July 7.30 pm : Ed Mallinson, Peter Bencok and I set off for Portsmouth to get the night ferry to Caen

Friday 10th : The Brownings set off for the morning ferry. We looked around Caen and Falaise ( birthplace of William the Conqueror ) where we had coffee with Philippe, a friend of mine before continuing to Argentan and the house of Guy Frenehard who would be our host. The Brownings arrived early evening for plenty of alcoholic sustenance and a fine BBQ. They then went to the house of Jean Paul Alexandre, their host

Saturday 11th : A tour of Argentan in the morning, BBQ at Jean Paul`s at 12.00 and various tennis matches in the afternoon. We won a few doubles matches but did poorly in singles where Peter upheld Abingdon`s honour by winning a few sets and taking some to tie break.  We also managed to lose at table tennis and boules and Ed managed to lose to Robinson Alexandre, a painfully thin seven year old. Ed claims that Robinson cheated by keeping score in French. After another alcoholic BBQ run by the tennis club some of us went to bed but we`re not sure what Peter did. He seemed to be surrounded by admirers all evening and didn`t come home. He claims that he slept on Jean Paul`s sofa but as Ed remarked - the definition of a sex maniac is anyone who has more success than you !!

Sunday 12th : Day trip to Rouen to see Luc a scientist friend of Peters, who had lunch with us and showed us round Rouen. We treated our hosts to dinner at a couscouserie.

Monday 13th : The Brownings set off for home and we went for a day trip with Jean Paul to Mont St Michel via the medieval town of Domfront. We walked with a guide across the sand. Great fun.

Tuesday 14th :Ed went to the Bastille Day parade while Peter and I played tennis in the morning, more humiliation but there followed a typically French picnic ( lots of tasty food and wine ) in typically English weather (  rain ) followed by a fiercely contested game of boules which we nearly won !! Dinner in the evening at the new home of Agnes Boussigny the president of Argentan Tennis club followed by a firework display in the market square. We decided to give the open air disco a miss

Wednesday 15th : Shopping in Leclerc and Decathlon followed by a visit to a farm owned by a tennis player where they make Calvados, Pommeau and cider. We tasted quite a bit and even bought some. Lunch with Philippe, ferry back to UK at 4.30 and home by midnight.

We were all very touched by the amazing kindness, generosity and hospitality of our French hosts and have invited them back to us next summer, dates to be negotiated. They have set very high standards of hospitality  which I hope we can match.

Richard Smart

