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Chairman’s Message 

My phone pinged at 5.45 this morning, a rude awakening, telling me of where I need to be 
today and what I have to do.  As I was reading all the information it pinged again.  This time 

it was telling me what I was doing on this day last year.  On this day last year Howard and I 
were at the Paralympics in Paris watching the table tennis players from Argentan.  We were 
with a group from Argentan who had sought us out and invited us to sit with them, making 

the day extra special.  A lovely memory. 

Then I thought of last night and the barbecue we had with Gloria, and Julia and Jürgen from 

Schongau.  Howard was at the football and so Jürgen manned the barbecue, something he 
never does at home. He did a fantastic job, so Schongau, if you ever need someone to do a 
barbecue for you, ask Jürgen! 

These are just two of the wonderful experiences I have had through twinning, but perhaps 
the most intriguing involves two other members of Abingdon twinning.  Our Korean friends 

came to stay last week and Jin presented me with a book she had written about English life.  
Over 200 pages long and in Korean, I couldn’t understand a word of it but could see I was in 
it because there was a picture of me.  However, through talking to Jin and with the help of 

Google translate we discovered two other friends are in it too.  Although personal friends now 
they are both people I have met through the twin towns society.  So, Phil and Norma, you 

have made it into a Korean book! 

I am sure you can all contribute similar stories to the first two examples of where twinning 
has taken you, but can anyone beat the third story? 

We would love to hear your stories.  We would also like, actually need, to hear from you, 
wherever you are, about things you would like to see and do in the coming year.  Here in 

Abingdon, we have a committee meeting on September 2nd, followed by the AGM on 
Thursday 18 September.  Please think about anything you would like to see or do and get in 

touch. 

The treasure hunt followed by dinner is on Wednesday 10 September.  It is a great 
opportunity to introduce friends to twinning.  They don’t have to become members.  Just 

bring them along for a great evening out.  We do need to know by 3rd September though. 

I look forward to seeing you at the treasure hunt and at the AGM. 

Stella Carter 

     

      Jürgen barbecuing    Jürgen playing with ADTTS members Gloria, Margaret and Nikki 

____________________________________ 
  



 

From the Editor 

Summer is ending and the schools restart.  Since the last newsletter we do have one twinning 
trip to report.  Richard Smart gives us a full account of this year’s trip to Argentan for the 

celebrations around Bastille Day and he makes a strong case for the rest of us to consider 
enjoying a future visit our nearest twin town.  

Do you fancy going on a weekend city break?  Martin Leaver took a short trip to Lucca.  Since 

he recognised it as a twin town of Abingdon, he thought we might like to hear about his flying 
visit.  Hence, he has kindly contributed an inspiring article for this newsletter.  

Also in this issue, we have two interesting contributions from Siegfried Waterschoot in Sint-
Niklaas.  Over the years, many of us have travelled to Flanders Fields to witness the poignant 
daily remembrance ceremony at the Menin Gate in Ypres/Leper.  We have a report of the 

reopening after recent renovation of this Memorial to the Missing. 

Visitors to Sint-Niklaas in the last year or so will have encountered the turmoil of work on its 

famous market place.  The remodelling is finally completed and visitors to the imminent 
twinning weekend should be able to enjoy the traditional balloon festival there.  For the rest 
of us, Siegfried tells us that we can now watch it all via the new webcam overlooking the 

market place. 

On 24th November 1956, Twinning Deeds were exchanged with the town of Argentan in 

Normandy.  This was the first of international twinning links for Abingdon.  Over the years, 
further formal links were established with Sint-Niklaas in Flanders (1967), Schongau in 
Bavaria (1970) and Lucca in Tuscany (1972), while Colmar in Alsace twinned with the Vale of 

White Horse in 1978.  Thus, next year we shall celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the 
twinning between Abingdon and Argentan.  Plans are being made in Argentan for various 

groups to visit us, possibly in August.  It’s not too soon for Abingdon to start organising in 
return to mark this anniversary.  

For this month, we look forward to the Treasure Hunt.  Do book your place.  Then, on the 
third Thursday of the month, we have our Annual General Meeting.  As well as the formal 
business and, of course, refreshments, this is an opportunity for members to discuss a 

programme for the coming year.  Come and voice your views and ideas! 

Brian Read 

____________________________________ 

Forthcoming Events (September 2025 – December 2025) 

 4th to 8th September  Twinning Weekend in Sint-Niklaas 

 Wednesday 10th September  Treasure Hunt 

 Thursday 18th September  AGM at PRCC 

 Thursday 16th October  Evening Meeting at PRCC 

 Thursday 20th November  Evening Meeting at PRCC 

 Sunday 21st December  Christmas Lunch at the Hilton Garden Inn 

____________________________________ 
  



 

Treasure Hunt 

Wednesday 10 September 2025 

Following the success of last year’s treasure hunt we have devised a new one, all based on 

churchyards in some of our pretty villages in the south of the county. 

We will meet, like last year, in Waitrose car park, at 5pm on Wednesday 10 September. You 

will receive the clues then.  You need to bring a local map with you to help. 

Like last year the treasure hunt will finish at The Wheatsheaf in East Hendred at 8pm, in time 
for dinner! 

This will be a brilliant opportunity to bring friends.  They don’t need to be Twinning members.  
You can work in teams of up to four.  You will need a car. If you don’t have a car but would 

like to join in then let me know and I’ll find you a team to join.  Also, if you would like to stay 
for dinner at The Wheatsheaf, please let me know.  They will put aside the room we had last 
year which was very nice.  I think it will take up to 30 people.  So, invite your friends and join 

us for what we hope will be an interesting and fun evening. 

Please let me know that you would like to join us.  Please contact Stella Carter 

bakehouse@supanet.com or 01235 520317 or 07769 326873. 

Peter Dodd and I look forward to seeing you. 

Stella Carter, 

Chairman ADTTS 

____________________________________ 
 

 

30 hours in Lucca during the summer music festival 

Decades after I first learned of Abingdon’s Italian twin town, I 

finally got to visit Lucca last summer as part of a family rail tour 
from Venice to Pisa.  Little did I know at the time that I would 
be back within a year.  Let me explain.       

My friend Andy and I have long harboured a desire to see the 
eclectic musician Nick Cave perform live.  For various reasons 

we had not managed to make it happen in England.  We agreed 
that we wanted to see him solo and ideally outdoors in a special 
setting.  Then I read that Nick was playing as part of the al 

fresco summer festival in Lucca.  By then I had discovered how 
easy it is to reach Lucca.  Was it crazy to fly out on the day of 

the concert and home the next?  We were about to find out. 

It was an early start for the 08.10 flight from Heathrow to Pisa 
– but at least I should be in Lucca by lunchtime.  I had 

discovered on my previous visit how close Pisa airport is to the central train station (if not its 
famous tower).  There’s a shuttle train between the two. I decided to get some fresh air and 

opted for the 20-minute walk instead (head for the station’s quieter southern entrance which 
is closer to the airport).  Trains to Lucca depart roughly every 30 minutes, take less than half 
an hour and cost just a handful of euros one way.  Lucca’s station is just outside the 

impressive walls of the medieval city.  I was met by Francesco, my avuncular landlord for the 
night, who sped me through the narrow streets to the Al Carmine apartments – once a 

bishop’s palace – in the centre of town.   It was worth hiking up the 50+ steps for the view of 
the Guinigi Tower which has olive trees growing from its top.  I would climb it the following 
morning – it was many more steps than to the apartment, but worth it for spectacular views 

of the town and the hills beyond. 

mailto:bakehouse@supanet.com


 

    

The Nick Cave concert came in the middle of the music festival which runs throughout July 

and attracts established artists from around the world.  This year they included Santana, 
Scorpions, Robert Plant, Chic, Pet Shop Boys, Jennifer Lopez, Simple Minds and Bryan Adams.  
They take place in Piazza Napoleone, a surprisingly compact square on the southern side of 

town, just ten minutes’ walk from the station.  The stage is wide and no seat is miles away.  
Although the chairs were of the school hall variety the lack of comfort was quickly forgotten 

once the entertainment started. 

Strictly speaking it was not a solo show.  Nick mostly sat at a giant piano and was 
accompanied by Colin Greenwood on bass – and the neighbourhood cicadas on percussion.  It 

was a balmy night but Nick and Colin stuck with their smart suits despite the sweltering 
temperatures even after dark.  (Colin is best known for being a member of the rock band 

Radiohead who formed while pupils at Abingdon School.) 

There are drapes in strategic places around the square to restrict the view for those who have 

not bought tickets – but not much can be done to muffle the sound.  You could spend the 
evening in one of the bars just beyond the exclusion zone and listen to the music if not see 
the spectacle.  This was our experience when we caught some of the soundcheck in the 

afternoon – it was reassuring to know we were in the right place and to get a small taste of 
what was to come! 

    

We also stumbled across a great little record shop called Sky Stone just round the corner 
from the festival stage.  The window display was pleasingly devoted to Nick Cave – although 
it had already been updated by the time I passed by again the following day. 

My return flight was not until that evening so I had plenty of time to enjoy a leisurely stroll 
around Lucca.  There was a surprise around most corners, the highlight perhaps being the 

Botanical Garden, a welcome shady oasis almost under the impressive town walls. 

It was two long days, but like all good breaks felt like I’d been away longer with memories to 
last a lifetime.  Would I do it again?  Let’s wait and see who’s appearing at next year’s 

festival! 

Martin Leaver 

____________________________________ 
  



 

Bastille Day In Argentan 

It was a disappointingly small turnout this year with just me, James Wigmore and Charlie and 
Yvonne Millward.  I got there early in order to visit Portsmouth’s D-Day Museum. Free for 

under 5’s, £14 for over 60’s.  They didn’t believe me when I said I was 4!  A very interesting 
museum, well worth the £14.  We all made our own way to the ferry terminal and Charlie and 
Yvonne brought bikes. 

We arrived early in the morning of 12th July.  James and I were foot passengers and the 
Millwards rode their bikes.  We met up with Pascal Laroch in the terminal and had a light 

breakfast together.  Yvonne was furious because I bought the last croissant. 

We set off after breakfast with Pascal and James in the minibus, the Millwards on their own 
bikes and me on the bike which Pascal had kindly brought along.  This is the best part of the 

cycle route where you follow the beautiful canal all the way to Caen.  We regrouped at 
Pegasus Bridge where we thought about the events of 81 years ago, the first part of France to 

be liberated in an operation led by Major John Howard, an Oxford man now buried in Sutton 
Courtney.  We regrouped again at Colombelles on the outskirts of Caen, where we loaded the 
three bikes on to Pascal’s trailer and went round Caen in comfort.  He dropped us off 

somewhere south of Caen and arranged to regroup in Falaise the birthplace of Guillaume le 
Conquérant.  Charlie lost his watch and despite the searing heat, cycled back to look for it in 

vain while Yvonne and I dozed under a tree.  It was ‘une perte de temps.’  We had trouble 
finding Pascal but eventually we had a lovely picnic near the chateau.  We then drove to 
Argentan and our host families, me with the Lecrosniers, James with Marie-Lise and the 

Millwards with the Laroches.  That evening the Lecrosniers and I had dinner with the Sillieres 
and talked about old times.  The heat had been exhausting so we went home and slept very 

soundly. 

Sunday 13th.  A free day so we went to the fromageries of Livarot and Camembert, then went 

on to the Liberation Museum at Berjou in the spectacular Suisse Normande.  We then went on 
to the spectacular Roche d'Oëtre where we had a big open air meaty meal and a walk in the 
beautiful countryside.  We visited Crécy where people can enjoy outdoor sports like canoeing, 

sailing, rock climbing and zip wiring.  We spent the evening at Marie-Lise’s house having a 
barbecue and playing various games with other twinners.  Great fun particularly because I 

beat Guy Frenehard at table tennis! 

Monday 14th Bastille Day.  Eric and I overslept and missed the Bastille Day parade and 
speeches at the war memorial followed by the aperitif citoyen in the patures.  We got there in 

time for the twinning society picnic by Lake Noe which was lovely with lots of chatting and 
singing.  The weather was very hot and we felt the need for a siesta before the spectacular 

evening firework display. 

Tuesday 15th.  Eight of us went in two cars to see off James, had another wonderful Norman 
picnic on the way and came home very tired for dinner and an early night. 

Wednesday 16th. A French friend of mine had recommended various books and CDs so I 
spent the morning at the Leclerc shopping centre which did not have any of the titles I 

wanted but I did buy a few souvenirs.  Pascal came to fetch me at 12.00 so I said goodbye 
and thank you to Eric and went to Pascal’s for an early lunch with him, Marie France and their 
charming grandchildren.  We then packed the bikes on to Pascal’s trailer, Charlie, Yvonne and 

I squeezed into his car and off we went via the D-Day beaches.  Pascal then said goodbye 
and we waited for our ferry.  In the morning, we went our separate ways. 

  



 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. World War Two.  I find that living in the UK I tend to forget about WW2 most of the time 

but when I go to France, I am constantly reminded of it.  As well as the beaches, Montormel 
(the site of the bloody battle of Normandy) and numerous memorials and museums the St 

Germain church in the centre of Argentan contains photos taken in 1944 and there are still 
shell and bullet holes both on the church and on the war memorial. 

2. Future events.  Our Argentan friends are acutely aware that their partnership with 

Rotenburg an der Fulda in Germany seems much more active than with us in Abingdon and 
we would like to redress this.  In the past we have had trips involving tennis, cycling, canoe 

camping and school exchanges.  I am told there are many Argentannais who would love to 
come over to improve their English and host Abingdonians who wish to improve their French.  
House swaps and general visits should be feasible. 

       

Camembert                            Argentan Twinning                 La Suisse Normande 

REASONS TO VISIT ARGENTAN 

1. It is not that expensive to go by train and bus to Portsmouth then train and bus to 
Argentan and many of our French friends are happy to pick us up at Ouistreham. 

2. Many interesting places to see including the D-Day beaches, museums, memorials, etc., 

Montormel (battle of Normandy), Dives sur Mer (where Guillaume set sail for Hastings), 
Falaise (Guillaume’s birthplace), Caen (Guillaume’s capital). 

3. Things to see and do.  Argentan boasts thriving sports clubs and facilities including, tennis, 
table tennis, cycling and canoeing.  West of Falaise is la Suisse Normande, a beautiful hilly 
area which includes Crécy where people can enjoy canoeing, swimming, zip wiring and 

bouldering. 

THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE 

Towards the end of August 2026, we will be celebrating 70 years of twinning with Argentan. I 
am going to start looking into the possibilities of inviting our friends over for tennis, table 
tennis, canoeing, cycling and historical tourism in Oxford, Reading (the copy of the Bayeux 

Tapestry) Wallingford and London. If you have any ideas you would like to see realised, 
please contact me, Richard Smart at 01235 523324 or dickcsmart@gmail.com. 

Richard Smart 

  

mailto:dickcsmart@gmail.com


 

Remodelling of the Market Place in Sint-Niklaas 

I SPY, I SPY WITH MY LITTLE EYE 

I’ve to inform you that a new, and better, webcam has been installed in the tower of the town 

hall. 

Here is the link: https://www.sint-niklaas.be/actueel/webcam. 

Now you can admire our renewed market square.  It isn’t the red brick place anymore. 
Greener, a water feature, extended pavements, the pedestrians and bikers rule and the 
through car traffic is banned.  Only priority vehicles, buses, taxis and residents are allowed. 

       

Two impressions of how it’s supposed to be, more or less [Stadhuis Sint-Niklaas] 

The inauguration was last weekend. You can look through the cam to see if the impression is 
the same or not. 

During the weekend of the 5-6-7 September, it will be far more interesting. 

You’ll have the possibility to see the balloon festival.  If the weather is fine for balloon flying, 

that is.  A steady wind, not more than 3 Beaufort, no gusts of wind, the clouds high enough, 
no rain or storm forecast. 

The schedule is: in the morning from 07.00 till 10.00 am, our time (GMT+1). Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday 

In the evening from 17.30 till 20.00 pm, our time (GMT+1).  Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday. 

Saturday evening at 23.00 pm there will be fireworks.  This is a certainty. 

I’ll hope you can enjoy the festivities from your armchair. 

Siegfried Waterschoot 

 

View of the Market Place in mid-July 
showing the extensive construction 

work nearing completion with the 
new fountains in place 

[Herman Cole] 

 

  

https://www.sint-niklaas.be/actueel/webcam


 

Restoration of the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres 

After a two-year restoration, the Menin Gate was officially inaugurated last July. 

The much-needed restoration included making the roof watertight again, cleaning all the 

name panels and renewing the jointing.  The concrete vaults and ceilings were repainted. 

The ceremony was held in the presence of Her Royal Highness Princess Anne and Princess 
Claire, wife of Prince Laurent, the younger brother of our King Phillip.  Princess Claire is of 

British descent, born in Bath, although she lived almost all her life in Brussels. 

Did you know that there are 54,896 names of missing soldiers chiselled in stone?  Those are 

the names of missing soldiers before the 15 of August 1917.  The names of the later missing 
soldiers are chiselled in the wall at Tyne Cot Cemetery. 

If an identification is made by finding a body or historical evidence, that name will be 

removed.  Until now 317 names have been removed. 

Siegfried Waterschoot 

 

 

[© Thijs Pattyn] 

https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/en/2025/07/08/princess-royal-at-inauguration-of-renovated-menin-gate/ 

____________________________________ 
 

Church in Abingdon Visit to Sint-Niklaas 

2 to 6 October 2025 

A visit by Church Twinning visit to Christian friends in Sint-Niklaas in Belgium is taking place 
from 2nd to 6th October 2025.  Travel will be in a group by minibus and accommodation will 
be with host families.  If you are interested, please contact Maggie Greaney (01235 534900 

or margaret_greaney@hotmail.co.uk) as soon as possible, as places are limited. 

____________________________________ 
  

https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/en/2025/07/08/princess-royal-at-inauguration-of-renovated-menin-gate/
mailto:margaret_greaney@hotmail.co.uk


 

What’s On in Abingdon in September 

Here are just a few of the forthcoming events culled from Abingdon Town’s events website, 
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/events. 

Click on the links for further information on each event.  

And if any of you have an event you would like put in here – please let us know via the email 
link at the end of this Newsletter. 

Nick Marsh 

 

5th July - 28th September 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Abingdon 
Museum 

Exhibition: Romans, Britons & Abingdon – After the 
oppidum AD43 – AD410 

Following on from last year’s Iron Age exhibition, we 
will continue the story of the Abingdon area and its 
people, looking at town and country, industry and 

agriculture, religious and home life all through the 
Roman period.  FREE Admission 

4th September 
7:00 pm 

Amey 
Theatre 

NT Live – Inter Alia 
Oscar-nominated Rosamund Pike (Gone Girl, 

Saltburn) is Jessica in the much-anticipated next 
play from the team behind Prima Facie. 
Jessica Parks is a smart Crown Court Judge at the 

top of her career.  Behind the robe, she is a karaoke 
fiend, a loving wife and a supportive parent.  When 

an event threatens to throw her life completely off 
balance, can she hold her family upright? 
Writer Suzie Miller and director Justin Martin reunite 

following their global phenomenon Prima Facie, with 
this searing examination of modern motherhood and 

masculinity.  Duration 120 mins £13 -£15 

4th September 
7:00 – 10:30 pm 

Unicorn 
Theatre 

Roswell Road with support from Sarah Yeo 
A duo whose voices combine to create a seamless 

flow of rich, harmonic beauty’ Americana UK. 
Zoe Wren and Jasmine Watkiss launched Americana 
duo Roswell after an impromptu open mic night 

collaboration.  Roswell’s multi-instrumental 
harmony-infused sound has been likened to First Aid 

Kit, Fleetwood Mac and the Indigo Girls.  Winning 
Purbeck Rising in their first year as a band.  Support 
is from Devon based Sarah Yeo. 

Doors and bar 7.00 pm, music 7.15 pm £15 - £17 

6th September 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Abingdon 

Library 

Estate Planning Talk 

Come to the library for a free talk on Estate Planning 
on Saturday 6th September at 11 am.  Topics to be 

covered include wills, trusts, powers of attorney, 
inheritance tax, care fees and more.  Call us on 
01865 815005 or email 

abingdon.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk to reserve a 
space. 

 

  

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/events
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/event/exhibition-romans-britons-abingdon-after-the-oppidum-ad43-to-ad410
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/event/exhibition-romans-britons-abingdon-after-the-oppidum-ad43-to-ad410
https://www.abingdon.org.uk/sports-and-leisure/performance/nt-live-inter-alia/
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/event/roswell-road-with-support-from-sarah-yeo
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/event/estate-planning-talk
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/event/estate-planning-talk
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7th September 

3:00 - 4:00 pm 

St Nicolas’ 

Church 

Tim Elton (oboe, piano) Eppie Churcher (clarinet, 

piano) 
Premiere of a newly composed Oboe Sonatina 
amongst other classical favourites from these two 

renowned Oxford players. 
Mother Goose Suite for Piano Duet Maurice Ravel 

Fantasia in D Minor (K. 397) Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart 
Sonatina for Oboe and Piano Tim Elton 

‘Autrefois’ from 6 Pièces humoristiques for 
Piano (Op.87, No.4) Cécile Chaminade 

Paul Reade’s Suite The Victorian Kitchen Garden 
£12 

12th – 14th September 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Abingdon Abingdon Heritage Weekend 2025 
Exploring Abingdon’s fascinating architectural 
history is the theme of this year’s Heritage 

Weekend.  As the longest continuously inhabited 
town in Britain there is plenty to see and discover.  

14th September  

3:00 – 5:00 pm  

St Michael 

and 
All Angels’ 

Church 

Huw Rhys James Piano Recital 

At 3 pm on Sunday 14th September 2025 Huw Rhys 
James, Viennese conductor and concert pianist is 

returning to St Michael’s Church for the 6th time to 
perform music by Haydn, Mozart, Liszt and Debussy.  
He is a renowned conductor who has performed in 

Vienna and Salzburg and in 2009 Huw returned to 
the podium as a concert pianist and has performed 

in many European countries as well as the United 
States and China.  He has made numerous 
recordings, both as a conductor, soloist and a Lieder 

accompanist.  Tickets £12, accompanied children 
under 16 free, available online 

at https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FBGM  or by 
cash/card on the door 

18th September 
6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Abingdon 
Library 

Eve Smith Thriller Author Event 
Join us for an engaging talk with Eve Smith, 
acclaimed local author of four speculative thrillers.  

She will share the inspiration and research behind 
her latest novel, The Cure—named one of The 

Times’ best thrillers of 2025.  The story explores the 
accidental discovery of a cure for ageing and the 

dangerous lengths some will go to in their quest for 
immortality.  Tickets £2, including a welcome drink, 
are available from Abingdon Library, by calling 

01865 815005 or email 
abingdon.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

19th September 
7:30 – 10:30 pm 

Harwell 
Village 

Hall 

Megson with Support from Anna Rae 
Four times nominated in the BBC Radio 2 Folk 

Awards and double winners of the Spiral Earth 
Awards the MEGSON duo create a truly unique 
brand of folk music.  Combining an infectious mix of 

heavenly vocals, lush harmonies and driving 
rhythmic guitars, MEGSON have gained a reputation 

not only for their arresting & intelligent songwriting,  

  

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/event/tim-elton-oboe-piano-eppie-churcher-clarinet-piano-ravel-and-reade-chaminade-and-mozart
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https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/event/huw-rhys-james-piano-recital
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FBGM
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/event/eve-smith-thriller-author-event
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/event/eve-smith-thriller-author-event
abingdon.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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  but also, for their exquisite musicianship and 
northern humour. 

Support from Harwell favourite Anna Renae 
Doors and bar 7 pm, music 7:40 pm. £19 - £22 

27th September 
2:00 – 3:00 pm 

Abingdon 
Museum 

Late Jurassic Fossils from the Abingdon Monster 
Beds 
Fossil lovers will be interested in this special talk by 

Geologist James Etienne, who will be giving a 
presentation on the extraordinary collection of 

locally found fossils displayed in the Attic Gallery 
until the end of September 2025. 
Location: Kempster Room – Museum Basement 

Places are limited to 20 so please book your free 
tickets at the Museum Reception. 

Twin Towns Calendar for 2025 

Here is an incomplete list of a few major festivals and events in our twin towns that may be 
of interest to potential visitors during the remainder of 2025.  Do please notify any additions 
using the email link at the end of this Newsletter. 

 

5th – 7th September  Sint-Niklaas Peace Festivities and Balloons weekend 

14th September  Lucca Holy Cross Celebration Luminara Procession 

1st – 30th September Thames, NZ https://explorethames.nz/thames-events/ 

____________________________________ 

 

ADTTS Contacts 

Chairman 

Stella Carter 

The Old Bakehouse 

2 Winterbourne Rd 

Abingdon OX14 1AJ 

01235 520317 
chairman@adtts.eu 

Treasurer & Membership 

Ian & Rosemary Jardine 

 

80 Baker Road 

Abingdon OX14 5LJ 

01235 539291 
treasurer@adtts.eu   

Non-members of the Society are also welcome to receive copies of this monthly newsletter.  

Just email your request to newsletter@adtts.eu. 

The deadline for copy for the next newsletter is two days before the end of the month.  

Please send contributions to newsletter@adtts.eu.  (No publication in August) 

The Society’s website is https://www.abingdonandvaletwinning.org.uk/. 

This address may be abbreviated to http://adtts.eu. 
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